MADISON AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 12, 2021

Prelude

O Sing a Song of Bethlehem

Announcements and Welcome
Introit

When God Is a Child

Lani Smith, arr.
Rev. Susan Sparks
Brian Wren,
Joan Collier Fogg

Call to Worship
Hymn
Advent Wreath Ritual

“One Candle is Lit”

No. 128
MABC Children

LEADER: Hear afresh the words of John’s prologue, “The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” We light this candle as a sign of
the coming light of Christ. We are preparing ourselves for the coming days:
PEOPLE: The days when the Lord will give us a sign. “Look! The young
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and she shall name him
Immanuel, that is, ‘God is with us.’ ”
LEADER: Brothers and Sisters, God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.
PEOPLE: In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us; and if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

LEADER: “This is my commandment,” says the Lord, “that you love one another as
I have loved you. Greater love hath no one than this, that they lay down their life
for their friends.” The candles already burning represent the Hope and Peace that
we have found in Christ. The candle we light today represents the Love that we
have in the Advent of our Lord.
Prayer
“Away in a Manger”

Hymn

No. 147

John 1:14-18

Scripture

“Metaverse Manger”

Sermon
Solo

Rev. Susan Sparks
Roger Copeland

Love Came Down at Christmas
Brian Long
“Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn”

Hymn

No. 138

Benediction
Postlude

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Gilbert M. Martin, arr.


Cantor: Brian Long
Video and Audio: Travis Dover, Reghu Ragunathan
Options for Electronic Giving
Would you like to support MABC’s ministries? MABC accepts
contributions through the following methods:
Envelope Giving: Cash or Check.
Please mail to the address below.
Online: www.mabcnyc.org
App: Download our MABC APP on your smartphone and pay via the app.
Mobile*: Text “MABCNYC” to 77977

*When you send ‘mabcnyc’ to 77977 you will receive a one time reply containing a
link to give to Madison Avenue Baptist Church (1msg/request).
Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply.
For full Terms & Conditions please visit: https://pushpay.com/terms.
MABC on Social Media
Follow us on social media, including Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram by visiting our website at www.mabcnyc.org.
Instagram - @Madisonavenuebaptist
Twitter - @madavebaptist
Facebook - @madisonavenuebaptist
Pastor: Rev. Susan G. Sparks
Minister of Music: Paul Stephan
Parish Administrator: Brian Crowson
Sexton: Troy Gordon
Madison Avenue Baptist Church
129 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016
Phone: (212) 685-1377


Madison Avenue Baptist Church Prayer List
Sunday, December 12, 2021
Please include the following in your prayers this week:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Healing prayers for Susan Sparks, who is recovering from surgery.
Prayers for the four people killed and those wounded in a Michigan school shooting
recently. Prayers for an end to gun violence in this country.
Prayers for the kidnapped 12 missionaries still being held in Haiti. Prayers of thanks for
the five people released.
Prayers for those battling the coronavirus and for those who have died. Prayers for the
medical staff who are treating patients and administering vaccines.
Prayers for the people of Afghanistan and for the U.S. citizens still there.
Prayers for the people of Haiti as they continue to recover from a devastating earthquake.
Prayers for Jamie Rodriguez as she starts a new semester in seminary and begins student
ministry.
Prayers for the people of Vietnam, where a major Covid outbreak continues. Prayers for
Hanh Nguyen, a member of our global family, who lives in Ho Chi Minh City.
Prayers for Rev. Dr. Cheryl Dudley’s mother.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prayers for Juan Nunez’s mother, Isabel Nunez.
Prayers for Brad Blevins’ mother, Vickie.
For the virus of racism to be eradicated from our hearts and our world.
Prayers for an end to the violence against Asians in the U.S.
Prayers for Juanita Barr, Debra Barr’s mother.
Prayers for Doug Shapiro.
Prayers for Jacki Friedmann.
Prayers for Shakia Farrington and her family.
Prayers for Melvin Bell who is having health issues.
Prayers for Adom Crew and his family.
Prayers for a dear friend of George Lane who is fighting cancer.
Healing prayers for Michele Grimes, a pastor ordained by MABC, who is struggling with
Stage-4 breast cancer.
Prayers for Meliza Romillo, a lifelong friend of Joseph Pilla and his family, as she fights
cancer. May her fierce spirit and determination guide her when she needs it most.
Healing prayers for Jane Claudio, diagnosed with a return of cancer.
Prayers of healing for Raquel Tresvant and her family.
Marti Law, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.
Jerrold Owens, Richard Binder’s work colleague, who is undergoing treatment for brain
cancer.
Prayers for Linda Mydland, suffering from Acute Myeloid Leukemia. Prayers also for her
husband Dave and sister Carmella Grill.

