
MADISON AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH  
 

 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 19, 2021 
 
Prelude In the Bleak Midwinter Gustav Holst;  
   Lani Smith, arr. 

Announcements and Welcome  Rev. Susan Sparks 

Introit When God Is a Child Brian Wren, 
   Joan Collier Fogg 

Call to Worship  

Hymn “People Look East” No. 142 

Advent Wreath Ritual                        Jenny Lindsey on behalf of the MABC Choir 

LEADER: Hear afresh the words of John’s prologue, “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” We light this candle as a sign of 
the coming light of Christ. We are preparing ourselves for the coming days. 

PEOPLE: The days when the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
when the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom 
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. 

LEADER: King David forgot himself in his joy, dancing naked before the Ark of the 
Lord as it was brought into the midst of the people of Jerusalem. 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CH1995/142


PEOPLE: The people of Jerusalem forgot themselves in their joy, singing 
and praising the Christ as he came into their midst. 

LEADER: The candles already burning represent our Hope, Peace, and Love in 
Christ. The candle we light today represents the JOY we share at the Advent of our 
Lord. 

Prayer 

Hymn “The First Noel” No. 151 

Scripture Luke 1:39-45 

Sermon “Holy Anticipation” Rev. Dr. Paul Baxley 

Duet  My Source of Joy Joseph Haydn 
  Jenny Lindsey   

Hymn “Joy to the World” No. 143 

Benediction    

Postlude Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne Gilbert M. Martin, arr. 

 

This morning we welcome the Rev. Dr. Paul Baxley, Executive Coordinator  
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF), as our guest preacher.  A native 
 of Winston-Salem, N.C., Baxley has held pastorates and ministry positions 

 in Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia and is a former member of the  
CBF Governing Board. He previously served as senior minister of First  

Baptist Church, Athens, Ga., and is a graduate of Wake Forest University,  
Duke Divinity School, and Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond.  For  

more information about Rev. Dr. Baxley, follow this link: https://cbf.net/baxley. 
 

Cantor: Jenny Lindsey 
Video and Audio: Travis Dover, Reghu Ragunathan 

  
Options for Electronic Giving 

Would you like to support MABC’s ministries?  MABC accepts  
contributions through the following methods: 

 
Envelope Giving:  Cash or Check. 
Please mail to the address below. 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CH1995/628
https://hymnary.org/hymn/CH1995/151
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A39-45&version=NRSV
https://hymnary.org/hymn/CH1995/143
https://cbf.net/baxley


Online:  www.mabcnyc.org 
App: Download our MABC APP on your smartphone and pay via the app. 

Mobile*:  Text “MABCNYC” to 77977 

*When you send ‘mabcnyc’ to 77977 you will receive a one time reply containing a 
link to give to Madison Avenue Baptist Church (1msg/request).  

Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply.  

For full Terms & Conditions please visit: https://pushpay.com/terms.  

 
MABC on Social Media 

Follow us on social media, including Facebook, Twitter,  
and Instagram by visiting our website at www.mabcnyc.org. 

Instagram - @Madisonavenuebaptist 
Twitter - @madavebaptist 

Facebook - @madisonavenuebaptist 

Pastor: Rev. Susan G. Sparks 
Minister of Music:  Paul Stephan 

Parish Administrator:  Brian Crowson 
Sexton:  Troy Gordon 

Camera Operator - Travis Dover 
Audio Engineer - Reghu Ragunathan 

 
 

Madison Avenue Baptist Church 
129 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016 

Phone: (212) 685-1377 

 

Madison Avenue Baptist Church Prayer List 
Sunday, December 19, 2021 

 
Please include the following in your prayers this week: 

 
• Prayers for those affected by this week’s devastating tornadoes in the South and Midwest, 

especially the families of the estimated 88 people killed and those still missing. 
• Healing prayers for Susan Sparks, who is recovering from surgery. 
• Prayers for the four people killed and those wounded in a Michigan school shooting 

recently.  Prayers for an end to gun violence in this country. 

http://www.mabcnyc.org/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/madison-avenue-baptist-church/id1448767153
https://pushpay.com/terms
http://www.mabcnyc.org/


• Prayers of thanks for the release this week of all 17 missionaries who had been kidnapped 
in Haiti in October. 

• Prayers for those battling the coronavirus and for those who have died.  Prayers for the 
medical staff who are treating patients and administering vaccines. 

• Prayers for the people of Afghanistan and for the U.S. citizens still there.   
• Prayers for the people of Haiti as they continue to recover from a devastating earthquake. 
• Prayers for Jamie Rodriguez as she starts a new semester in seminary and begins student 

ministry. 
• Prayers for the people of Vietnam, where a major Covid outbreak continues.  Prayers for 

Hanh Nguyen, a member of our global family, who lives in Ho Chi Minh City. 
• Prayers for Rev. Dr. Cheryl Dudley’s mother. 
• Prayers for Juan Nunez’s mother, Isabel Nunez. 
• Prayers for Brad Blevins’ mother, Vickie. 
• For the virus of racism to be eradicated from our hearts and our world. 
• Prayers for an end to the violence against Asians in the U.S.  
• Prayers for Juanita Barr, Debra Barr’s mother. 
• Prayers for Doug Shapiro. 
• Prayers for Jacki Friedmann. 
• Prayers for Shakia Farrington and her family. 
• Prayers for Melvin Bell who is having health issues. 
• Prayers for Adom Crew and his family. 
• Prayers for a dear friend of George Lane who is fighting cancer. 
• Healing prayers for Michele Grimes, a pastor ordained by MABC, who is struggling with 

Stage-4 breast cancer. 
• Prayers for Meliza Romillo, a lifelong friend of Joseph Pilla and his family, as she fights 

cancer. May her fierce spirit and determination guide her when she needs it most. 
• Healing prayers for Jane Claudio, diagnosed with a return of cancer. 
• Prayers of healing for Raquel Tresvant and her family. 
• Marti Law, who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
• Jerrold Owens, Richard Binder’s work colleague, who is undergoing treatment for brain 

cancer. 
• Prayers for Linda Mydland, suffering from Acute Myeloid Leukemia. Prayers also for her 

husband Dave and sister Carmella Grill. 


