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April 15, 2022 
5:00 p.m. 

Prelude What Wondrous Love Is This?/ Lloyd Larson, arr. 
 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 Paul Stephan 

Introduction and Opening Prayer  Rev. Susan Sparks 

Call to Worship  Rev. Susan Sparks 

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane Mark 14: 32-42 Hanh Nguyen 

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 
He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated.  And he said 
to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little 
farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass 
from him.   

He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not 
what I want, but what you want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, 
are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come 
into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away 
and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 
were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third time and said to them, 
“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 

Song There Is a Reason Ron Black 
 Jenny Lindsey 

Jesus Is Betrayed and Arrested Matthew 26: 47-56  Cheryl Sims 

And even as Jesus said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a crowd of men 
armed with swords and clubs. They had been sent by the leading priests and elders of the people. 
The traitor, Judas, had given them a prearranged signal: “You will know which one to arrest when 
I greet him with a kiss.” So Judas came straight to Jesus. “Greetings, Rabbi!” he exclaimed and 
gave him the kiss.  

 Jesus said, “My friend, go ahead and do what you have come for.”  
Then the others grabbed Jesus and arrested him. But one of the men with Jesus pulled out 

his sword and struck the high priest’s slave, slashing off his ear.  
“Put away your sword,” Jesus told him. “Those who use the sword will die by the sword. 

Don’t you realize that I could ask my Father for thousands of angels to protect us, and he would 



send them instantly? But if I did, how would the Scriptures be fulfilled that describe what must 
happen now?”  

Then Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I some dangerous revolutionary, that you come with 
swords and clubs to arrest me? Why didn’t you arrest me in the Temple? I was there teaching every 
day. But this is all happening to fulfill the words of the prophets as recorded in the Scriptures.” At 
that point, all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

Song Drunkards Prayer Chris Stapleton, 
 Richard Binder Christopher Jameson Clark 

Jesus’ Trial Before the Elders Mark 14:53-65 June Durham 

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were 
assembled. 

Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was 
sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council 
were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. For many gave 
false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. Some stood up and gave false 
testimony against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with 
hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” 

But even on this point their testimony did not agree. 
Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it 

that they testify against you?” But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked 
him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son 
of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? You have 
heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as deserving death. Some 
began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying, “Prophesy!” The guards also took 
him over and beat him. 

Song I Hung My Head Sting 
 Andy Redeker 

Peter Denies Jesus Mark 14:66-72 Edd Clark 

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. 
When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the 
man from Nazareth.” But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what you are talking 
about.” And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, on seeing 
him, began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” But again he denied it. Then 
after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them; for you are a 
Galilean.” But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are talking 
about.” At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had 
said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and 
wept. 

Song One of These Days Kip Raines, Monty Powell, 
 Brian Long Marcus Hummon 

 



Jesus’ Trial Before Pilate Matthew 27: 11-18, 20-26 Jennifer Snowden 

Now Jesus was standing before Pilate, the Roman governor. “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
the governor asked him.  

Jesus replied, “You have said it.”  
But when the leading priests and the elders made their accusations against him, Jesus 

remained silent. “Don’t you hear all these charges they are bringing against you?” Pilate demanded. 
But Jesus made no response to any of the charges, much to the governor’s surprise.  

Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to release one 
prisoner to the crowd—anyone they wanted.  This year there was a notorious prisoner, a man 
named Barabbas. As the crowds gathered before Pilate’s house that morning, he asked them, 
“Which one do you want me to release to you—Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” (He 
knew very well that the religious leaders had arrested Jesus out of envy.) 

Meanwhile, the leading priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas to be 
released and for Jesus to be put to death. So the governor asked again, “Which of these two do you 
want me to release to you?”  

The crowd shouted back, “Barabbas!”  
Pilate responded, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”  
They shouted back, “Crucify him!”  
“Why?” Pilate demanded. “What crime has he committed?”  
But the mob roared even louder, “Crucify him!”  
Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that a riot was developing. So he sent for a 

bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. 
The responsibility is yours!”  

And all the people yelled back, “We will take responsibility for his death—we and our 
children!” 

So Pilate released Barabbas to them. He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip, then 
turned him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified. 

Song Less Like Me Zack Williams, Mia Fieldes, 
 Doug Shapiro Hank Bentley 

The Road to Golgotha Matthew 27: 27-31,  Joseph Pilla and Kevin Davis  
 Mark 15: 21-24, Luke 23: 33-34 

Some of the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into their headquarters and called out the entire 
regiment. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him. They wove thorn branches into a crown 
and put it on his head, and they placed a reed stick in his right hand as a scepter. Then they knelt 
before him in mockery and taunted, “Hail! King of the Jews!” And they spit on him and grabbed the 
stick and struck him on the head with it. When they were finally tired of mocking him, they took off 
the robe and put his own clothes on him again. Then they led him away to be crucified. 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was 
Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called 
Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he 
did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide 
what each should take. 

When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals 
were also crucified—one on his right and one on his left.  

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers 
gambled for his clothes by throwing dice. 

 



Song I’ll Carry You Home Gordie Sampson, Troy Verges, 
 Alexandra de Suze Caitlyn Smith 

Jesus On the Cross Matthew 27:39-44, Luke 23:39-43  Faith Grill 

The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. “Look at you now!” 
they yelled at him. “You said you were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days. Well 
then, if you are the Son of God, save yourself and come down from the cross!”  

The leading priests, the teachers of religious law, and the elders also mocked Jesus. “He 
saved others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! So he is the King of Israel, is he? Let him 
come down from the cross right now, and we will believe in him! He trusted God, so let God rescue 
him now if he wants him! For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” Even the revolutionaries who were 
crucified with him ridiculed him in the same way. 

One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by 
saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!” 

But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to 
die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” Then he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” 

And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Song Ten Thousand Angels Cried David Patillo 
 Karen Rich 

Jesus Dies on the Cross John 19: 28-30 Flo Williams 

Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture he said, “I am 
thirsty.” A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop 
branch, and held it up to his lips. When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed 
his head and released his spirit.  

Solo The Old Rugged Cross Carol Tornquist, arr. 
 Paul Stephan 

 
Jesus Is Laid in the Tomb Mark 15: 42-46 Steven Mann 

This all happened on Friday, the day of preparation, the day before the Sabbath. As evening 
approached, Joseph of Arimathea took a risk and went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. (Joseph 
was an honored member of the high council, and he was waiting for the Kingdom of God to come.) 
Pilate couldn’t believe that Jesus was already dead, so he called for the Roman officer and asked if 
he had died yet. The officer confirmed that Jesus was dead, so Pilate told Joseph he could have the 
body. Joseph bought a long sheet of linen cloth. Then he took Jesus’ body down from the cross, 
wrapped it in the cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been carved out of the rock. Then he rolled a 
stone in front of the entrance. 

Song Dear Hate Maren Morris, David Hodges, 
 Jenny Lindsey, Karen Rich, Alexandra de Suze Tom Douglas 
 Richard Binder, Brian Long, Andy Redeker, Doug Shapiro 
 
 



Benediction  Rev. Susan G. Sparks 

Postlude What Wondrous Love Is This?/ Lloyd Larson, arr. 
 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 Paul Stephan 
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