
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 27, 2022

Prelude                               People, Look East       Traditional French Carol,
                                                                                        Eleanor Farjeon

Welcome and Passing of the Peace                                                         

Introit                                All Earth Is Waiting                      Alberto Taulè,
                                                                                                                                   
Call to Worship                                                                                           

*Hymn              “Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming”                  No. 136

Choral Anthem        Glory to God from Messiah                  G. F. Handel

Advent Wreath Ritual                    
Leader: Hear afresh the words of John’s prologue, “The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. We are
preparing ourselves for the coming days:

People: The days when the nations shall beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. The
days when nation shall not lift up the sword against nation
and no one will learn war anymore.

Leader: Be strong and let your heart take courage, all you who
hope in the Lord!

People: Hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is stead-
fast love, and with him is plenteous redemption.

Leader: The first candle of the Advent Wreath represents the
Hope that we have in Christ, the lone hope of all humanity.         

Morning Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer             
Our Father who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
And the power,
And the glory, forever.  
Amen.

Prayer Response “O Little Town of Bethlehem”              No. 144, v. 1
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

*Hymn                     “Blessed Be the God of Israel”                         No. 135

Scripture                          Luke 21:1-4

Sermon                                    “WYRTJ?”                      Rev. Susan Sparks

Offering

Offertory Music              Mary, Did You Know?                                     Lowry
Alexandra de Suze

*Doxology                                                                                           No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*Hymn                      “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                         No. 140

Benediction

Benediction Response  “Fourfold Amen”                                     No. 313

Postlude                              Awake! Awake, and                       Marty Haugen
                                          Greet the New Morn                                                  

*Please stand as you are able.
+If you would prefer to give your offering electronically, options for doing so  
using your mobile phone are available on the back of this bulletin.

Please, no food or drinks in the Sanctuary during the service.
Please silence all mobile phones and electronic devices before the service.

TODAY

11:00 a.m. Sermon, Rev. Susan Sparks; music by
Aza Sydykov and the MABC Choir

12:00 p.m. Coffee Hour

Choir:   Jenny Lindsey (soprano), Karen Rich (soprano), 
Alexandra de Suze (alto), Richard Binder (tenor), 
Brian Long (baritone), Doug Shapiro (bass) 

Video and Audio: Travis Dover, Reghu Ragunathan

Today is the first Sunday of Advent. The liturgical color for 
the season of Advent is blue.  Blue, traditionally the color of the 
sky, reminds us to watch for the signs of the coming King—
choirs of angels, starbursts in the heavens—and to prepare 
ourselves for his reign. During Advent, we continue to hope 
for the day when Christ will return from that same blue 
sky into which he ascended. Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

X

ADVENT WREATH CANDLELIGHTING

The ceremony we participate in today had its roots in Germanic lands
long ago, as a way to celebrate the winter solstice.  In fact, throughout
history, the long dark days of December have inspired people of many
spiritual traditions to hold celebrations of light and hope.  This is likely
why the early Christians chose December to celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ and why the ritual of the Advent Wreath was eventually adopted
as a way of liturgically celebrating the coming of Christ over the four
weeks leading up to Christmas.

The word Advent means “coming.”  It is a time to prepare - to think about
what God’s gift of Jesus Christ means in our lives.  It is a time to prepare
ourselves again to receive that gift with open and sincere hearts.  We are
invited to examine our lives and renew our faith, celebrate our hope, com-
mit acts of love and experience joy.

Each year Christians all over the world celebrate the season of Advent
with candlelighting and scripture reading.  The candles are placed in a
wreath, as a circle reminds us of the unending love of God.  The ever-
greens placed on the wreath represent life and hope. As each week’s can-
dle is lit, we symbolically move closer to the moment when Christ entered
the world bringing life and light.

In these weeks we begin the journey of faith once again, one that begins
with Jesus’ birth and walks us all the way to Easter, the Resurrection and
Pentecost.  During this sacred time of waiting and preparation you are
invited to consider again what it means to follow Jesus.

X

Today is Stewardship Sunday!  Prayerfully consider your contribu-
tions for 2023.  You can make your pledge online through PushPay at the
MABC website (www.mabcnyc.org) or you can fill out one of the available
pledge cards and give it to an usher.  Your pledges will support the mis-
sion of Madison Avenue Baptist Church and allow the church to continue
its ministries in this community.  Thank you for your support.

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
MABC is equipped with a hearing assistance system.  

Please ask an usher for a receiver.



Check Out These Programs and Upcoming Events!

MABC Christmas Party, Friday, December 2 @ 6:30 p.m. - After a
two-year hiatus because of the pandemic, the annual MABC Christmas
Party is back!  Everyone is invited to an evening of food, fellowship, car-
ols, and even a visit from Santa.  We’re also asking everyone to bring to
the party an item for our Winter Clothing Drive.  See below for details!

Save the Date! MABC Christmas Concert, Thursday, December 15
- We want everyone to mark their calendars for the MABC Christmas
Concert: Thursday, December 15th at 7:00 p.m.  This concert will be the
must-see event for the season and will feature our Minister of Music, Aza
Sydykov, the MABC Choir, and special guests.

MABC Winter Clothing Drive - As many of you know, MABC partners
with Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries (RMM) each year in their winter
clothing drive.  Their biggest needs are adult winter coats, pants, sweat-
shirts, hats, gloves and underwear of all adult sizes.  In addition, they can
always take adult shoes!  They take clean, gently used items or new.  If
people want to donate through their Amazon Wishlist, they can do so at
https://tinyurl.com/5b9c26jk.  If you are able to donate any of these items,
you can bring them to MABC and drop them in the box at the back of the
Sanctuary. Or you can bring them to RMM at 410 West 40th Street in
Manhattan.  They will be open on Mondays each week through March
and are always looking for volunteers. For more information, contact
either Adom Crew (adom.crew@gmail.com), or RMM directly (212-594-
4464 or volunteer@rmmnyc.org).

Dial-In Sermons Available - Do you know someone who would like to
hear the sermon each week but doesn't have an internet connection to view
our services or access podcasts?  Now they can listen to the sermon on their
phone!  Simply dial 833-765-0617 to hear the sermon from the most recent
Sunday service.

MABC Members-in-Need Fund - MABC has established a fund specif-
ically dedicated to assisting members in need. We would greatly appreci-
ate your support. Please make a notation on your check or electronic
transfer that the money is to go to the “MABC MEMBERS-IN-NEED
FUND.” The account is overseen by the Board of Deacons. Thank you in
advance for your help!  To learn more about this program or to apply for
assistance, please check out this page on the MABC website:
mabcnyc.org/get-involved/mabc-in-need-fund/.

Options for Electronic Giving
Would you like to support MABC’s ministries?  MABC accepts contribu-
tions through the following methods: 

Envelope Giving:  Cash or Check
Online:  www.mabcnyc.org

Mobile*:  Text “MABCNYC” to 77977 

*When you send ‘mabcnyc’ to 77977 you will receive a one time reply containing a link to
give to Madison Avenue Baptist Church (1msg/request). Please be aware that Msg & Data
rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For
the Privacy Policy please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP
to cancel.

MABC on Social Media
Follow us on social media, including Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

by visiting our website at www.mabcnyc.org.

Instagram - @Madisonavenuebaptist
Twitter - @madavebaptist

Facebook @madisonavenuebaptist

X

Pastor: Rev. Susan G. Sparks
Minister of Music:  Aza Sydykov

Parish Administrator:  Brian Crowson
Sexton:  Troy Gordon

X

MADISON AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
129 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016

Phone:  (212) 685-1377
Email:  info@mabcnyc.org
www.mabcnyc.org

We welcome you to our service this morning!  Our church is
committed to being one which is inclusive regardless of race,
sexual orientation or socio-economic situation.  Jesus gave us

the supreme example of inclusiveness.  In our human way, we attempt
to follow.

If you are a visitor, we’re glad you’re here!  Please make sure to fill out
a visitor’s card and give it to an usher.  This is a community of faith
where everyone is welcome.  We hope to see you again! 

MADISON AVENUE
BAPTIST CHURCH

SERVING THIS COMMUNITY SINCE 1848

A DIVERSE FAMILY, BROUGHT TOGETHER BY
FAITH, WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME


