
CHRISTMAS EVE
Saturday, December 24, 2022, 4:00 p.m.

*indicates congregation standing

PRELUDE                         O Come, O Come Immanuel                    Plainsong, 
                                                                                                 13th century
             

WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                         

INTROIT                                  All Earth Is Waiting                     Alberto Taulé

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                     

*CAROL                            “O Come All Ye Faithful”                          No. 148

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                          

The angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will give 
birth to God’s promised Son, whose kingdom will never end.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                Luke 1:26-35, 38                                             

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.  And he
came to her and said, “Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”  But she
was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what sort
of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no hus-
band?”

And the angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be called holy, the Son of God.”

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to
me according to your word.”

And the angel departed from her.

CHORAL ANTHEM             He Shall Feed His Flock                G . F. Handel
                             Like A Shepherd from Messiah

Karen Rich and Jennifer Lindsey

Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                     Luke 2:1-7                                                   

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

*CAROL                               “What Child Is This?”                            No. 162

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                                                                 

Reader:  Tonight, angels far and near sing tender lullabies ; well-worn
fabric full of years holds in the warmth of parental love ; animals and
shepherds crowd in tight, glowing with adoration, while a muffled cry
squeezes out to greet the world.

All:  Tonight we give thanks for every child among us.  Each new
birth – regardless of circumstances – reminds us of the precious-
ness of life, the potential of tomorrow, the promise of God.

Reader:  On this Christmas Eve, we light the Christ candle for the child-
King, the infant-Redeemer, the lowly-Lord. And now we know …He is
born and nothing will ever be the same!

                                                                        —The Rev. Amy C. Wake

CAROL                                         The First Noel                                       No. 151

The shepherds go to see the Savior of the 
world and find him lying in a manger.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                    Luke 2:8-16                                                  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terri-
fied. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger.

*CAROL                   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                 No. 153

CHORAL ANTHEM          Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter              G. F. Handel
of Zion from Messiah

Jenny Lindsey

Scholars, researching stars, follow a star to 
find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                Matthew 2:1-11                                              

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who
has been born king of the Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising, and
have come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was fright-
ened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by
the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.’ ”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him hom-
age.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over
the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped,
they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh.

CHORAL MEDLEY                   When You Believe             Stephen Schwartz,
                                  from The Prince of Egypt                       Babyface
                                 Grown-Up Christmas List          Linda T. Jenner,
                                                                                             David Foster
                                            O Holy Night                      Adolphe Adams
                                            Doug Shapiro

*CAROL                                “As With Gladness”                              No. 173



The King is coming and will usher in a reign of justice 
for the poor and peace for all God’s creation.

SCRIPTURE READING                Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                               

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness on them has light shined.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will
be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called “Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David,
and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and
with righteousness from this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of the
Lord of hosts will do this.

CHORAL ANTHEM                      Jesus, What a            Traditional Spiritual
                                         Wonderful Child             Rollo Dilworth, arr.

*CAROL                                  “Joy to the World”                               No. 143

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                          

*SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS  

*CAROL                                     “Silent Night”                                   No. 145

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING                                                                           

POSTLUDE                                   Silent Night                                                 

v

AT THIS EVENING’S SERVICE

PASTOR
Rev. Susan G. Sparks

MINISTER OF MUSIC
Aza Sydykov

                                                               
MABC CHOIR

Jenny Lindsey (soprano), Karen Rich (soprano), 
Alexandra de Suze (alto), Richard Binder (tenor), 

Brian Long (baritone), Doug Shapiro (bass) 

VIDEO EDITOR
Travis Dover

AUDIO ENGINEER
Reghu Ragunathan

MADISON AVENUE

BAPTIST CHURCH

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

DECEMBER 24TH, 2022

The liturgical color for the season of Christmas is white. 
White is the color of celebration and new life. We celebrate the birth 
of Christ and the promise of new life the world is given in him!

Cover: Detail from “Angel Playing a Flageolet,” 
Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones, 1878
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Options for Electronic Giving
Would you like to support MABC’s ministries?  MABC accepts contribu-
tions through the following methods: 

Envelope Giving:  Cash or Check
Online:  www.mabcnyc.org

Mobile*:  Text “MABCNYC” to 77977 

*When you send ‘mabcnyc’ to 77977 you will receive a one time reply con-
taining a link to give to Madison Avenue Baptist Church (1msg/request).
Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms &
Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy
please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP
to cancel.

MABC on Social Media
Follow us on social media, including Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

by visiting our website at www.mabcnyc.org.

Instagram - @Madisonavenuebaptist
Twitter - @madavebaptist

Facebook @madisonavenuebaptist
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MADISON AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
129 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016

Phone:  (212) 685-1377
Email:  info@mabcnyc.org
www.mabcnyc.org

W e welcome you to our service this evening. Our church
attempts to be one which is inclusive regardless of race, sex-
ual orientation or socio-economic situation.  Jesus gave us

the supreme example of inclusiveness.  In our human way, we attempt
to follow.

If you are a visitor, we’re glad you’re here! Please make sure to
fill out a visitor’s card and give it to an usher.  This is a community of
faith where everyone is welcome.  We hope to see you again! 


