
MORNING WORSHIP
JANUARY 8, 2023

Prelude                                O Morning Star                           Philipp Nicolai

Welcome and Passing of the Peace                                                         

Introit                           Hail to the Lord’s Anointed         James Montgomery, 
                                                                                   Traditional English Melody

Call to Worship                                                                                           

*Hymn                                “Amazing Grace”                                   No. 546

Choral Anthem               Brightest and Best            Shawn Kirchner, arr.

Morning Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer             
Our Father who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
And the power,
And the glory, forever.  
Amen.

Prayer Response “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”     No. 305

*Hymn                               “We Three Kings” No. 172

Scripture                       Matthew 2:1-12                                                 

Sermon                      “A Lesson from the Kings”        Rev. Susan Sparks

+Offering

Offertory Music “Kingdom Come: An Epiphany Medley”
                                           In the Bleak Midwinter               Christina Rossetti,
                                                                                                            Gustav Holst
                                          A Child Will Lead Us All                         Drew Miller
                                  Easier (The Song of the Wiseman)                 Jason Gray, 
                                                                                                              Joel Hanson

Alex de Suze and Richard Binder

*Doxology                                                                                             No. 46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*Hymn                              “Because He Lives”                                 No. 562

Benediction

Benediction Response  “Fourfold Amen”                                     No. 313

Postlude                        Go Tell It on the Mountain            African-American
                                                                                                          Spiritual 

*Please stand as you are able.
+If you would prefer to give your offering electronically, options for doing so  
using your mobile phone are available on the back of this bulletin.

Please, no food or drinks in the Sanctuary during the service.
Please silence all mobile phones and electronic devices before the service.

The liturgical color for Epiphany is white, the color of celebration. 
In Epiphany, we celebrate that God loves us enough to reveal 

himself to the entire world in Christ Jesus.

TODAY

11:00 a.m. Sermon, Rev. Susan Sparks; music by
Aza Sydykov and the MABC Choir

12:00 p.m. Coffee Hour

Choir:   Jenny Lindsey (soprano), Karen Rich (soprano), 
Alexandra de Suze (alto), Richard Binder (tenor), 
Brian Long (baritone), Doug Shapiro (bass) 

Video and Audio: Travis Dover, Reghu Ragunathan

X

Check Out These Programs and Upcoming Events!

New Bible Study - After a brief holiday hiatus, our Bible Study program
resumed this morning.  Even if you missed the first class, you can still
join us!  Please note: We are starting at a new time - 9:45 a.m. - to
make it easier to finish class and get to the 11:00 a.m. service. The
new class is led by Co’Relous Bryant. Here’s a description of the class:

Can you remember, as a little kid, being afraid of the dark?
Where did that come from? Did someone teach us to fear dark-
ness? Is it innate? What does the Bible say about darkness. Are
there spiritual lessons that we can only learn through the dark?
Join me on this quest to reframe darkness using lessons from
both the Old Testament and the New Testament. Knowing that
our faith journey will not always be sunny--what can the dark-
ness teach us? How might we learn to dance with darkness! As a
resource for the class, we will use Barbara Brown Taylor's
Learning to Walk in the Dark and other contemporary Christian
writers.

This is a hybrid class, so you can either attend in person at MABC, or
remotely via Zoom.  Check this Monday’s eblast for Zoom connection
details.

Ukrainian Museum Tour - MABC’s Christian Education program is
planning a guided tour of The Ukrainian Museum (222 East 6th St.
between 2nd and 3rd Avenues) on Saturday, January 21st, at 11:30 a.m.
The museum visit will be free to participants and all are welcome.
However, please sign up for the event by contacting Brian Crowson in the
church office (bcrowson@mabcnyc.org) as soon as possible.  We will meet
at the museum entrance shortly before 11:30 a.m. To learn more about
the museum, check out their website: www.ukrainianmuseum.org/.

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
MABC is equipped with a hearing assistance system.  

Please ask an usher for a receiver.

“Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star in the east and 
have come to pay him homage.”

Matthew 2:2



MABC Winter Clothing Drive - Each
year MABC partners with Rauschenbusch
Metro Ministries in their winter clothing

drive.  They need adult winter coats,
pants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, and

underwear.  In addition, they can always take adult shoes!  They take
clean, gently used or new items.  If you want to donate through their

Amazon Wishlist, they can do so at https://tinyurl.com/5b9c26jk.  If you
are able to donate any of these items, you can bring them to MABC and

drop them in the box at the back of the Sanctuary. Or you can bring them
to RMM at 410 West 40th Street in Manhattan. For more information  or
to volunteer, contact either Adom Crew (adom.crew@gmail.com), or RMM

directly (212-594-4464 or volunteer@rmmnyc.org).

Have you made your Stewardship pledge yet? It’s not too late!
Prayerfully consider your contributions for 2023.  You can make your
pledge online through PushPay at the MABC website (www.mabcnyc.org)
or you can fill out one of the available pledge cards and give it to an usher.
Your pledges will support the mission of Madison Avenue Baptist Church
and allow the church to continue its ministries in this community.  Thank
you for your support.

Options for Electronic Giving
Would you like to support MABC’s ministries?  MABC accepts contribu-
tions through the following methods: 

Envelope Giving:  Cash or Check
Online:  www.mabcnyc.org

Mobile*:  Text “MABCNYC” to 77977 

*When you send ‘mabcnyc’ to 77977 you will receive a one time reply containing a link to
give to Madison Avenue Baptist Church (1msg/request). Please be aware that Msg & Data
rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For
the Privacy Policy please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP
to cancel.

MABC on Social Media
Follow us on social media, including Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

by visiting our website at www.mabcnyc.org.

Instagram - @Madisonavenuebaptist
Twitter - @madavebaptist

Facebook @madisonavenuebaptist
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Pastor: Rev. Susan G. Sparks
Minister of Music:  Aza Sydykov

Parish Administrator:  Brian Crowson
Sexton:  Troy Gordon

X

MADISON AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
129 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016

Phone:  (212) 685-1377
Email:  info@mabcnyc.org
www.mabcnyc.org

We welcome you to our service this morning!  Our church is
committed to being one which is inclusive regardless of race,
sexual orientation or socio-economic situation.  Jesus gave us

the supreme example of inclusiveness.  In our human way, we attempt
to follow.

If you are a visitor, we’re glad you’re here!  Please make sure to fill out
a visitor’s card and give it to an usher.  This is a community of faith
where everyone is welcome.  We hope to see you again! 

MADISON AVENUE
BAPTIST CHURCH

SERVING THIS COMMUNITY SINCE 1848

A DIVERSE FAMILY, BROUGHT TOGETHER BY
FAITH, WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME

https://tinyurl.com/5b9c26jk

